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While there is no doubt that the Japanese Army suffered a severe set-
back in public estimation as a result of the incident of February £26
last, nevertheless subsequent developments have served to offset this
unfavourable opinion and to bring the Army back to a position of
strength and popularity in public opinion to a degree even greater
than formerly, The quick and bloodless suppression of the insurrec-
tion and the efficient manner in which order was restored by the
Army authorities met with public approval. In addition, the resigna-
tion of the generals who held themselves responsible for the incident,
the drastic punishment of the officers convicted of direct responsibility,
and the announced determination of the military to purge the Army
of the " direct actionists " and to exact discipline throughout all
ranks created a very favourable impression on the public at large.
General Terauchi, the«, War Minister, has undoubtedly gone a long
way towards the suppression of the " direct action " elements and the
establishment of stricter discipline in the Army, and has also had a
large measure of success in curbing the political activities of officers
on the active list. Furthermore, the Army is credited with the
definite intention of forcing reorganization of the Government and
of effecting various social measures for the good of the farming com-
munity and other elements of the people, all of which has served to
enhance its popularity.
While there is a current outcry in the press against various blunders
and failures in Japanese diplomacy, for which the military are largely
responsible, most of this publicity comes from the politicians who
are threatening dire attacks on the cabinet in the coming session of
the Diet. With the public at large, however, these politicians are in
general discredited, as is the Diet as a whole, owing to the many
scandals arising out of individual corruption and the fact that few
deputies after election make any effort whatever to carry out their
election promises. The fact that these parliamentarians are at
present allowed to attack the cabinet in the press in unbridled terms
is in itself an indication that the military have full confidence in their
strength and popularity, and there is every probability that a good
deal of the present fire and slaughter aired in the press, by these
politicians will peter out when it comes to actual debate in the Diet.
Past experience with the Diet has shown that the attacks against
the military made in that body by isolated though courageous liberals
are apt to have little or no effect on the policy of the Government.
The people in general are inclined to hold the Foreign Office
rather than the Army responsible for the patent failures in diplomacy
which have occurred in various directions. On the other hand, the
enlightened minority feels perhaps more than ever that the Army is
responsible for the unpleasant diplomatic situation with which Japan
is now faced.

